


Introduction to 
Higher Education



Who Are We?

Find out more by 
visiting our website: 
Pathwaytohe.ac.uk

Make sure you take 
a look at our 
Opportunities tab:

Pathways is all about working 
with people, such as you all, 
to help you explore all of your 
options and reach for full 
potential through education.



Who are you?

• What hobbies do you have?
• What job do you want when 

you are older?
• Do you have any pets?
• What are you good at?
• Who do you admire and why?

Tell me…



Session Outcomes

1) Find out about student life – opportunities, studying, finance and 

accommodation

2) Explore and compare different university course options and 

requirements

3) Relate existing knowledge and interests to university subject areas 

and degree programmes



What’s The Difference?

Higher Education (HE)

Applies to any form of education 
that results in a level 4 or above 

qualification.

Further Education (FE)

FE refers to educational choices 
after you complete secondary 

education.

It covers all qualifications lower 
than a degree (level 4)



Session Outcomes

1) Find out about student life – opportunities, studying, finance and 

accommodation

2) Explore and compare different university course options and 

requirements

3) Relate existing knowledge and interests to university subject areas 

and degree programmes



Activity

Your learning 
and social 

needs

Picking a 
university

Choosing a 
qualification

Deciding on 
accommodation 



What Is An Undergraduate Degree?

An undergraduate degree is usually 3 years worth of study at a university of your choice. 
Methods of testing will vary but can include exams, essays, presentations, practical 
assessments and reports. Sandwich years and work placements are also possible.  

Exams, essays, reports, presentations, practical assessments…

Over

All undergraduate degrees start from level 4.
If you have a HNC or HND that you are combining, your 
qualification starting level will be higher.

This is entirely dependent on the degree you take.

The highest grade is a First. Further grades include 2:1, 2:2, 2:3

Academic UDs are typically 3 years. Nursing, some engineering 
and those attached to postgrad degrees will take longer. 

There are over 36000 undergraduate degrees in the UK.



What Is A Degree Apprenticeship?

In a degree apprenticeship, you combine working for a company and studying towards a university 
degree. As an apprentice, you are employed and earn a wage throughout the whole programme, but 
will spend part of your time (around 20%) studying at degree level. A good CV is crucial for this process.

MCQ’s, interviews, project, presentations.

Over

These are available from level 4, up to level 7. They combine 
work with study and may include a combined qualification or a 
professional qualification relevant to the industry.

Distance/Classroom style and requires independent study.

End point assessment.

3 to 4 years depending on what level you start at.

Varies every year. Varies on willingness to travel. 



What Other HE Qualifications Exist?

HNC – Higher National Certificate & HND – Higher National Diploma are practical-based 
courses that can prepare you for either work after completion or studies at degree level.
Foundation Degrees focus on a particular job or profession.  

F

Exams, essays, reports, presentations, practical assessments…

HNC = Level 4 
HND = Level 4
Foundation Degree = Level 4

This is entirely dependent on the degree you take

The highest grade is a First. Further grades include 2:1, 2:2, 2:3

HNC is one year, HND takes two years
Foundation degree is up to 2 years

Business, computing, education, engineering etc 



https://youtu.be/-kb2ptRDBYE

https://youtu.be/-kb2ptRDBYE


What’s 
next?



Exploring the Campuses

Does anyone know what 
a ‘campus’ means?

‘the grounds 
and buildings of 
a university or 

college.’



Exploring the Accommodation

There are a variety of different 
forms of accommodation at 

university.

• Shared facilities
• Ensuite
• Catered
• Uncatered
• Living at home and 

commuting



Exploring the Learning Spaces

Universities have 
different learning spaces. 

• Seminar rooms
• Lecture theatres
• Libraries 
• Computer labs
• Laboratories
• Workshop spaces 

(engineering)
• And many more!



Exploring my Financial Options

Student Finance England can 
provide tuition and maintenance 
support. Your University of choice 
may also provide a bursary or 
scholarship.

• Sports Scholarships
• Access Scholarships
• Care leavers bursary
• Professional Scholarships
• NHS Learning Support Funds
• Sanctuary Scholarship
• Women in Science Bursary

Tuition Fee Loans Maintenance Loans
• Covers upto the full cost of your 

degree (9250)
• Is given direct to the university 

once attendance is confirmed 
(each term)

• All UK students are eligible 
regardless of household income

• Repayments are deferred until 
after graduation

• Repayments start when earing are 
above the current threshold

• Used for general living coats
• UK student eligibility
• Based n household income
• Is paid directly to the student
• Repayment details are the same 

as the tuition fees

Both ‘loans’ could be viewed as 
a ‘graduate tax’ because 
neither will affect your future 
credit and finances.



Student Life

The other 
advantages of  

university  

• Varsity sports
• International trips 

and placements
• Creative arts festivals 

and events
• Access to sporting, 

dance and 
recreational facilities

• Student societies



What do you need to think about now?

In this session 
we have…

Introduced you to 
the different types 
of LEVEL 4+ 
qualifications that 
exist:

Introduced some key 
words and phrases 
that you might hear.

Looked at what 
other tings you will 
need to consider if 
you go to university.

We’ve talked 
about the 
different 
types of 

qualifications

We’ve talked 
about what’s 
involved in an 
academic vs 
vocational 

courses

We’ve talked about 
the different 

course types that 
you can choose 

from at HE



Activity Recap



What’s Next?

• Look at the university profiles

• Look at your course profiles

• Create your own career profiles

• Look at example personal statements for particular industry roles

• Check out up and coming Unifrog webinars for further advice and 
guidance

• Examine your strengths and areas to work on

• Use the information on your Pathways sheets to find the ideal 
academic future for you. 



www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk

pathways_em

PathwaysEM

Pathways EM

Follow us on Social Media:

Or visit our website for more information:
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